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APPENDIX 2 

 

A2.1 Booth’s poverty map: classification of poverty 

The seven classes are described on the legend to the maps as follows: 

 BLACK: Lowest class. Vicious, semi-criminal. 

  DARK BLUE: Very poor, casual. Chronic want. 

  LIGHT BLUE: Poor. 18s. to 21s. a week for a moderate family 

  PURPLE: Mixed. Some comfortable others poor 

  PINK: Fairly comfortable. Good ordinary earnings. 

  RED: Middle class. Well-to-do. 

  YELLOW: Upper-middle and Upper classes. Wealthy. 

A combination of colours - as dark blue or black, or pink and red - indicates that 

the street contains a fair proportion of each of the classes represented by the 

respective colours. 

In the first volume of the poverty series in the final edition of Life and Labour of 

the People in LondoN ,Booth expounds further on the system of classification. 

Here he uses an eight-tier system, summarised in the table below: 

Booth 

Classification 
Description of class 

A 

The lowest class which consists of some occasional labourers, street sellers, 

loafers, criminals and semi-criminals. Their life is the life of savages, with 

vicissitudes of extreme hardship and their only luxury is drink 

B 

Casual earnings, very poor. The labourers do not get as much as three days 

work a week, but it is doubtful if many could or would work full time for 

long together if they had the opportunity. Class B is not one in which men 

are born and live and die so much as a deposit of those who from mental, 

moral and physical reasons are incapable of better work 

C 

Intermittent earning. 18s to 21s per week for a moderate family. The victims 

of competition and on them falls with particular severity the weight of 

recurrent depressions of trade. Labourers, poorer artisans and street sellers. 

This irregularity of employment may show itself in the week or in the year: 

stevedores and waterside porters may secure only one of two days' work in a 
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week, whereas labourers in the building trades may get only eight or nine 

months in a year. 

D 

Small regular earnings. poor, regular earnings. Factory, dock, and 

warehouse labourers, carmen, messengers and porters. Of the whole section 

none can be said to rise above poverty, nor are many to be classed as very 

poor. As a general rule they have a hard struggle to make ends meet, but 

they are, as a body, decent steady men, paying their way and bringing up 

their children respectably. 

E 

Regular standard earnings, 22s to 30s per week for regular work, fairly 

comfortable. As a rule the wives do not work, but the children do: the boys 

commonly following the father, the girls taking local trades or going out to 

service. 

F 

Higher class labour and the best paid of the artisans. Earnings exceed 30s 

per week. Foremen are included, city warehousemen of the better class and 

first hand lightermen; they are usually paid for responsibility and are men of 

good character and much intelligence. 

G 
Lower middle class. Shopkeepers and small employers, clerks and 

subordinate professional men. A hardworking sober, energetic class. 

H Upper middle class, servant keeping class. 

The correspondence between the seven colour codes on the maps and the eight 

classes defined in the published volumes is not direct. Rosemary O'Day and David 

Englander set it out as follows: 

Class Description 
Map colour for 

streets 

A 

The lowest class of occasional 

labourers, loafers and semi-

criminals 
 

Black 
 

B 

Casual earnings: "very poor" 

(below 18s. per week for a 

moderate family) 
 

Dark 

blue  

C Intermittent earnings Together "the poor" between 

18s. and 21s. per week for a 

moderate family 

Light 

blue Purple D Small regular earnings 

E Regular standard earnings - Above the line of poverty 
Pink 

F Higher class labour - Fairly comfortable good ordinary earnings 
 

G Lower middle class - Well-to-do middle class Red 
 

H Upper middle class - Wealthy Yellow 
 

 



A2-3 
 

A2.2 Publications 

Beaumont, J., Gledhill, A., Lee-Thorp, J. and Montgomery, J. 2013 Childhood diet: A closer 

examination of the evidence from dental tissues using stable isotope analysis of segmental 

human dentine. Archaeometry  55(2): 277-295. 

  

Beaumont, J., Geber, J., Powers, N., Lee-Thorp, J. and Montgomery, J. 2013 Victims and 

Survivors: identifying survivors of the Great Famine in 19
th

 century London using carbon and 

nitrogen isotope ratios. American Journal of Physical Anthropology 150(1): 87-98. 

 

Beaumont J, and Montgomery J. 2013. Using stable isotope analysis to identify Irish 

migrants in the Catholic Mission of St Mary and St Michael, Whitechapel. Miles, A and 

Bowsher, D ‘He being dead yet speaketh’ Excavations at three post-medieval burial grounds 

in Tower Hamlets, East London, 2004–08, MOLA Monograph. London: MOLA. 

 

Montgomery, J, Beaumont, J, Jay, M, Keefe, K, Gledhill, A, Cook, GT, Dockrill, SJ & 

Melton, ND (in press) Strategic and sporadic marine consumption at the onset of the 

Neolithic: increasing temporal resolution in the isotope evidence. Antiquity  

 

Andrew S Wilson, Natasha Powers, Janet Montgomery, Jo Buckberry, Julia Beaumont, 

David Bowsher, Matt Town, Robert C Janaway:( in press) 'Men that are gone ... come like 

shadows, so depart': research practice and sampling strategies for enhancing our 

understanding of post-medieval human remains  In: Dalglish, C. (Ed.), Archaeology, the 

Public and the Recent Past. Boydell and Brewer, Woodbridge, UK. 

 

Powers, N, Wilson, A, Montgomery, J, Bowsher, D, Brown, T, Beaumont, J & Janaway, R 

(in press) "No certain roof but the coffin lid": exploring the commercial and academic need 

for a high level research framework to safeguard the future of the post-medieval burial 

resource. In: Dalglish, C. (Ed.), Archaeology, the Public and the Recent Past. Boydell and 

Brewer, Woodbridge, UK. 

 

 Montgomery, J, Beaumont, J, Mackenzie, K, Gledhill, A, Shore, R, Brookes, S, Salmon, P 

& Lynnerup, N (2012) Timelines in Teeth: using micro-CT scans of partially-mineralized 

human teeth to develop a new isotope sampling strategy. Abstracts of AAPA poster and 

podium presentations. American Journal of Physical Anthropology 147(S54): 216. 

 

Millard, A., J. Montgomery, M. Trickett, J. Beaumont, J. Evans and S. Chenery (in press). 

Childhood lead exposure in the British Isles during the Industrial Revolution. In M. 

Zuckerman (ed.) Are Modern Environments Bad for Human Health? Revisiting the Second 

Epidemiological Transition.  University of South Carolina Press, Columbia, SC. 

 

Beaumont J. 2009. Irish Names in a London Cemetery: is it Possible to Identify Irish 

Immigration in 19th Century Lukin Street? In: Sykes NJ, and Newton C, editors. Food and 

Drink in Archaeology 2: University of Nottingham Postgraduate Conference 2008 Totnes, 

Devon: Prospect Books. p 21-28. 

 

Montgomery J, Beaumont J, and Mackenzie K. Timelines in teeth: using micro-CT scanning 

to investigate mineralization in developing human enamel; 2011; Leuven, Belgium 

SkyScan. p 219-221. 

 



A2-4 
 

Beaumont J. 2007. Timelines in teeth: an evaluation of scientific methods used to assess the 

pattern of human enamel mineralization MSc dissertation Bradford: University of Bradford. 

 

Simmons L, Montgomery J, Beaumont J, Davis G, and Al-Jawad M. (submitted). Mapping 

the spatial and temporal progression of dental enamel biomineralisation using synchrotron x-

ray diffraction Journal of Structural Biology. 

 

Armit, I., Shapland, F., Beaumont, J., Montgomery, J., (submitted). Difference in death: 

rediscovering a lost Neolithic inhumation cemetery at Balevullin, western Scotland, through 

osteological, isotopic and archival analysis. PSAS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


