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Chapter 7 Mortuary Context 
 

Burial context and material culture can give insights into how communities dealt 

with individuals who died a violent death.  Where were they buried?  What type 

of burial did such individuals receive: barrow, pit, single, as double or multiple 

inhumations, primary or secondary burial?  What position were they in?  How do 

individuals with traumatic injuries compare with others at the site?  Are there 

artefacts included and, if so, what kind?  When analyzed in conjunction with 

archaeological mortuary data, evidence for violence is given meaning and 

context and regional and temporal trends might be recognised allowing for 

greater interpretation and understanding.  This is especially important for the 

Hampshire sites discussed in this thesis, which have variability in burial type 

and higher rates of apparent interpersonal violence.  This chapter integrates 

burial type, body placement, grave goods and dating evidence with the data on 

skeletal injuries.   Regional comparisons permit evaluation of overall patterns 

and site context for individuals with traumatic injuries. 

 

7.1 Wetwang Slack 
 

Wetwang Slack in East Yorkshire represents one of the very few examples of 

an apparent normative burial rite from the Iron Age (Chapter 5).  The size of the 

cemetery and the age and sex distribution of the skeletal population suggest 

that it was used for the majority of the population with very little change over 

time in the way the individuals were buried.  The cemetery included three 
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chariot burials that, because of the distinct nature of these burials, will be 

considered separately from the rest of the cemetery population.  All of the burial 

context data used in this analysis derives from the work of John Dent (1984).   

 

For the majority of the cemetery, it appears that neither age nor sex have a 

significant impact on the way in which an individual was interred. When plotted 

on the cemetery plan, no spatial grouping or special placement of males and 

females exists (see Figure 7.1 and Table 7.1).  Among the adult age categories, 

there does not appear to be any special consideration or spatial distribution 

(see Figure 7.2).  However, when the subadult age categories are plotted, none 

of the young children and infants (neonate to six years of age-at-death) are 

found as the primary burial in a barrow.  In subadults from seven years to 

seventeen years of age at the time of death only ten individuals were the 

primary burial in a barrow (see Figure 7.2).   There is a statistically significant 

difference between adults and subadults in primary barrows, seen in Table 7.2. 

Table 7.1 Distribution of primary burials in a barrow by sex. 

Males Females Total 

81 92 173 

Degrees of Freedom = 1 
Chi2 = 0.699 
P-value = 0.4031 
This result is not significant 
 

Table 7.2 Distribution of primary burials in a barrow by age 

Adults Subadults Total 

205 10 215 

Degrees of Freedom = 1 
Chi2 = 176.86 
P-value = <0.0001 
This result is significant 
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The individuals with violence-related traumatic injuries are spread throughout 

the cemetery (see Figure 7.3).  The majority of burials (eight) occur on the east 

side, however, not all of these are necessarily contemporary.  The burials that 

occur along the linear earthwork (five) are from an earlier phase of the cemetery 

than those that cluster in the north-east area near the Bronze Age barrow (five).  

Though seven of the ten individuals with violence-related injuries from the 

general cemetery are buried as the primary in a barrow, the difference is not 

statistically significant (Fisher’s exact two-tail p-value = 0.5231). 
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Figure 7.1 Distribution by sex for the Wetwang Slack cemetery.  Red represents  

females and blue represents males. 

Figure 7.1 Map of Wetwang Slack cemetery showing distribution by sex.  Red represents 
females and blue represents males. 

 
Figure 7.2 Map of Wetwang Slack cemetery showing distribution by age. 

Figure 7.2 Distribution by age for the Wetwang Slack cemetery 
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Figure 7.3 Map of Wetwang Slack cemetery showing distribution by Violent traumatic injuries 
(red). 

 
Figure 7.3 Distribution by Violent traumatic injuries (red) for the Wetwang Slack 
cemetery. 
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7.1.1 Grave Goods in the Cemetery population 
 
 
The grave goods at the cemetery of Wetwang Slack consist mainly of small 

items, including brooches, pins, necklaces, bracelets, rings and beads (Figure 

7.4).  There are also pottery vessels, animal bones and weapons appearing in a 

few graves.  Grave goods are present in 95 burials out of 433 cemetery burials 

(22 %).  There does not seem to be any differences in artefact distribution by 

sex (see Table 7.3), with the exception of eleven necklaces, which are buried 

with women only.  The number of grave goods or type of material is not 

influenced by sex either.  Between adults, there are no obvious differences in 

grave goods according to age.  Subadult burials were less likely to contain 

grave goods than adults (see Table 7.4). 

Table 7.3 Distribution of grave goods by sex 

 Males Females Total 

Grave goods 43 39 82 

No grave goods 98 114 212 

Total 141 153 294 

Degrees of Freedom = 1 
Chi2 = 0.914 
P-value = 0.3391 
This result is not significant 
 

Table 7.4 Distribution of grave goods by age 

 Adults Subadults Total 

Grave goods 90 5 95 

No grave goods 258 72 330 

Total 348 77 425 

Degrees of Freedom = 1 
Chi2 = 13.627 
P-value = 0.0002 
This result is significant 
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Figure 7.4 Grave goods from Wetwang Slack cemetery from Dent 1984: 166 

 
Of the individuals with traumatic injuries relating to interpersonal violence, five 

out of the ten (50%) were found with grave goods.  The frequency of grave 

goods buried with individuals that have traumatic violence-related injuries is 

higher than that for the rest of the cemetery at a statistically significant level 

(see Table 7.5).  None of these individuals buried in the cemetery, however, 

were associated with weapons.  Their burial goods consisted mainly of personal 

adornments, some pottery and animal bone. 
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Table 7.5 Distribution of grave goods by violence-related injuries 

 Violence No Violence Total 

With Grave Goods 5 90 95 

Without Grave Goods 5 333 338 

Total 10 423 433 

Degrees of Freedom = 1 
Chi2 = 4.706 
P-value = 0.0301 
This result is significant 
 

Burial 094, a male aged 36-45 years at the time of death, contained two iron toe 

rings, one on each foot.  One of the toe rings is made from an iron strip with 

overlapping ends, and the other is made from iron wire with open ends.  Burial 

114, a male aged 18-25 years at the time of death, contains a bone finger ring, 

23 mm in diameter and 4 mm thick.  Burial 226, a female 46+ years of age at 

the time of death, also has a small personal adornment, an iron brooch 25 mm 

long.  Two burials, 154 who is a male 26-35 years at the time of death, and 129 

who is a male 46+ years at the time of death, have pottery vessels.  Burial 129 

had a squat reddish brown jar 128 mm tall with a sheep humerus inside.  Burial 

154 had a globular jar 296 mm tall that was buried broken, with some fragments 

near the individual’s head and others scattered in the grave fill. 

 

None of the grave goods mentioned above indicate the individuals had a 

special or unique form of burial.  They are consistent with other burials at the 

site.   This may be, in part, because they did not die due to their violent 

encounters.  The majority of the individuals showed fully healed traumatic 

injuries.  The exceptions to this are burial 114, a male aged 18-25, and burial 
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094, a male aged 36-45.  Burial 114 had clear perimortem sharp force injuries 

to the occipital and a rib.  Burial 094 showed bone reaction to the sharp force 

trauma identified on the mandible.  He did not live long enough for it to fully heal 

and it may have led to his death.  Despite their injuries, there does not seem to 

be an effort made to mark these burials out as special because of their violent 

deaths.  However, they were buried with similar grave goods.  Both of these 

individuals were buried with rings, 094 with toe rings and 114 with a finger ring.  

Three other individuals were also buried with rings, two that showed no 

evidence for traumatic injuries, and one female (317) with myositis ossificans 

traumatica.  The inclusion of rings with individuals not connected with violence 

indicates that this particular grave good is not necessarily associated with 

individuals involved in violent encounters, though violent injury doesn’t always 

leave a marker on bone.  This indicates that no particular grave inclusion is 

associated with violent injuries or death at the cemetery.   

 

There were only two graves in the cemetery that contained weapons.  One, 

burial 098, a male age 18-25 years at the time of death, had an iron sword with 

a 470 mm blade.  There was no remaining evidence of a scabbard, and the 

sword was placed on top of the body with the handle near the head.  Burial 098 

also contained iron bindings that could have belonged to a shield.  Only the 

bindings remained, indicating the shield was constructed out of perishable 

material such as wood.  There were no traumatic injuries of any kind on this 

individual, so there was nothing skeletally to indicate that this individual was 

involved in violent conflict.   
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The other burial with weapons included was burial 211, an individual of 

indeterminate sex aged 26-35 at the time of death, which contained a 

spearhead 108 mm long and no other grave goods.  The spearhead was found 

in the stomach region with the point near the spine.  It is not possible to tell 

whether the spear was placed on top of the body and fell into the stomach 

cavity during decomposition, or whether the individual was stabbed in a violent 

encounter and the spear was left in place during burial.  The remains were too 

poorly preserved to identify any traumatic injuries.   

 

7.1.2 Burial position in the cemetery population 
 
The cemetery consisted of a number of square barrow enclosures containing 

graves.  These were spread out along an east-west axis for about 400 m then 

turned a sharp 90-degree corner to the north, forming the western edge of the 

cemetery.  At the eastern edge of the cemetery there was an oval ditched 

enclosure, possibly an Early Bronze Age barrow.   

 

The only burial type present at this site is an inhumation rite.  There are no 

cremated remains from the Iron Age cemetery.  The Bronze Age barrow has 

evidence for cremation, but this does not seem to have continued as a burial 

tradition into the Iron Age at Wetwang Slack.  There is also no evidence for 

exposure of the bodies prior to burial or removal of body parts afterwards.  

There was no intentional disturbance, except for a few burials disturbed by the 
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cutting of new graves.  All of the inhumations were articulated burials, with the 

exception of those disturbed by cutting.   

 

There were a total of 220 enclosures that contained central grave cuts.  Those 

graves that lacked enclosures were predominately placed in the enclosure 

ditches of other graves.  The graves that were cut into other enclosures 

represented a range of ages and sexes, but most of the infants and small 

children were included in this category.  Twenty-three of the 24 identified infants 

were placed in ditches; the other (burial 174) was a placed as a satellite burial 

in a barrow.    

 

The body position in the cemetery is fairly uniform.  The majority of the 

individuals (348) were in a flexed position with the lower limbs contracted (see 

Figure 7.6), with only one burial (388, male aged 36-45) lying supine with lower 

limbs extended.  Nearly all of the graves in the cemetery were aligned along a 

north-south axis.  Only 12 of the graves were not aligned on a north-south axis.  

Those that did not align along the north-south axis were graves cut into ditches 

where the direction of the ditch prohibited the north-south alignment of the 

grave in all but one case (122, male aged 36-45).  In 247 cases, the individual 

was placed on their left side with their head to the north.  In 64, the individual 

was placed on their right with the head to the north.  Fifty-five individuals had 

their heads towards the south, 41 on the left side and 14 on the right side.  The 

remaining 12 individuals were split with eight lying on their left and two on their 
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right, 10 with the head to the east and 2 with the head to the west (see Figure 

7.5).   

 

Figure 7.5 Chart showing alignment of body position by cardinal direction and side. 

 

 

Figure 7.6 Two examples of typical flexed burials at Wetwang Slack. Photos courtesy of John 
Dent. 
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Overall, there does not seem to be any differentiation of burial position for those 

individuals with evidence of violent trauma.  Of the ten individuals in the 

cemetery with violence-related traumatic injuries, eight are buried in a flexed 

position on their left sides with the head oriented to the north.  One individual, 

154 a male 26-35 with a small, healed depressed area on his parietal, is buried 

on the left side with head to the west.  One individual, 358 a male 36-45 with a 

healed distal ulna (parry) fracture, is in the flexed position on the right side with 

the head oriented to the north.  The chi-square test (Table 7.6) shows the 

difference is not statistically significant.  

Table 7.6 Distribution of body placement and alignment by violence-related traumatic injury. 

 North/Left Other Total 

Trauma 8 2 10 

No Trauma 239 64 303 

Total 247 66 313 

Degrees of Freedom = 1 
Chi2 = 0.007325 
P-value = 0.9318 
This result is not significant 
 

Five of the individuals with violence-related injuries were buried as the primary 

individual in a square barrow.  Three others were buried in other contexts.  

Burial 094 was buried in an open space between square barrows, with some 

traces of a burial structure, but no barrow.  Burial 095 overlaps this individual 

slightly.  Burial 154 was placed in the north-east corner of the ditch for the 

square barrow containing burial 155.  Burial 358 was placed in the south-west 

side of the ditch for the barrow containing burial 357, where it overlaps with the 

barrow that contains burial 359.  The barrow for 357 also contains two other 
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adult males as satellite burials, which do not show evidence of traumatic 

injuries.   

 
 
 

7.1.3 The Chariot Burials 
 
Three chariot burials were excavated by John Dent at Wetwang Slack: one 

female and two males (453, 455).  An additional female (not included in this 

study) was excavated by J.D. Hill in 2001 (Hill 2001).  All of the chariot burial’s 

from Dent’s excavations are on loan to the University of Bradford from Hull 

Museum and were included in this study.   These were not mentioned in the 

analysis of the grave goods and burial positions of the general cemetery 

population because they represent a very distinct mortuary rite restricted to just 

a few individuals.  This type of burial appears at several sites in East Yorkshire, 

and other Northern English sites as well as a few in Scotland.  They bear a 

striking resemblance to similar burials on the continent in northern France 

(Brewster 1971; Dent 1985a;  b; Parker Pearson 1999; Carter & Hunter 2003; 

Cunliffe 2004: 549).  

 

The chariots are dismantled and placed around the body, along with grave 

goods and occasionally horse burials.  Though these types of burials are 

restricted to just a few individuals, there are both males and females buried in 

this way.  There does seem to be a difference in the type of grave goods 

included with males and females.  They both have pottery, items of personal 

adornment and feast inclusions such as joints of meat, but males are more 
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likely to be buried with weaponry and females with the elaborately decorated 

objects described as mirrors (Brewster 1971; Dent 1985a;  b; Parker Pearson 

1999; Hill 2001).  The relationship between weapons, mirrors and the sex of the 

individual is not always clear.  A grave in the Iron Age cemetery at Bryher, Isles 

of Scilly, was buried with both a sword and a mirror (Cunliffe 2004: 206; Johns 

2006).  At Wetwang Slack, however, the gender differentiation is maintained; 

the females are buried with mirrors and the male burials both contain swords, 

shield fittings and spears (Dent 1985a; Hill 2001).   

 

Figure 7.7 Illustration of Wetwang Slack Chariot burial (453) from Dent 1985a: 87. 

 

 

 

One of the male chariot burials (453, Figure 7.7), aged 26-35 at the time of 

death, shows evidence for interpersonal violence, including a healed sharp 

force wound to his occipital.  This was most likely delivered by a sharp-edged 

weapon such as a sword.  The violent event occurred when the individual was 

either in his late teens or early adulthood, which is the age group often 

associated with violent encounters (Walker 2001; Bellis et al. 2008).  He was 
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buried with weapons, which may indicate that part of his personal identity 

included the ability to participate in violent conflict.  However, the other male 

chariot burial at Wetwang Slack contained the same burial kit, but did not show 

skeletal evidence for violent encounters.   This conflicting evidence suggests 

that actual participation in violent events was not necessarily a requirement for 

a chariot burial with weaponry.  Another possible explanation is that the 

individual was involved in violent conflict but the injuries did not involve the 

bones.  Perhaps part of the identity of these individuals included the threat of 

violence and the impression that they could participate when called on that was 

retained in death.   

 

7.1.4  Summary of Wetwang Slack mortuary context 
 
The evidence from Wetwang Slack cemetery shows a community with a 

normative burial rite that applied to the majority of individuals.  There are no 

distinguishing features to separate males and females for example by grave 

goods or burial position.  There are no spatial groupings in the cemetery or 

types of enclosure that are used for one sex more than the other.  Even the 

body position within the grave is fairly uniform throughout the cemetery.  The 

only visible distinction between individuals at the cemetery can be attributed to 

age.  The subadults are less likely to have grave goods, and they are less likely 

to be the central grave in a square barrow.  The majority of subadults, 

especially the young children and infants, are placed in the ditches of existing 

barrows. 
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The lack of distinction in burial practice also applies to those individuals who 

were involved in episodes of violence.  Their body position, grave placement, 

and grave goods are all within in the normal variation found in the cemetery.  

This may be due to the fact that the majority of individuals did not die from their 

wounds.  In most cases they lived for a long time after their injury had fully 

healed.   A violent encounter in the past may not have been enough to 

distinguish them as warriors, especially if their death was unrelated to a violent 

episode.  However, there were at least two individuals whose deaths were 

directly or indirectly associated with a violent episode.  Neither of these showed 

any evidence for special burial.  Whatever rules governed the burial of the dead 

at Wetwang Slack, they do not appear to have been affected by a violent death 

or by injuries sustained in a violent encounter.  

 

7.2 Hampshire Sites 
 
Unlike the East Yorkshire sites, the southern sites have a large diversity of 

burial types and contexts for human remains.  They occur as inhumations, 

cremations, scattered fragments and modified human remains.  The burial 

contexts in central southern England are so diverse that it is beyond the scope 

of this thesis to discuss them in detail, though they were discussed briefly in 

Chapter 5.  This section covers the burial practices that occur at the sites under 

study, and compares those individuals with violent trauma and those without.  

Each site is discussed individually, and then compared to the others.  The data 

on mortuary context for Suddern Farm, Bury Hill, Nettlebank Copse, and New 

Buildings are from the published monograph series on the Danebury Envrions 
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Programme (Cunliffe & Poole 2000a;  b;  c;  d).  The mortuary context on Old 

Down Farm is from the published article in the Proceedings of the Hampshire 

Field Club and Archaeological Society (Davies 1981).  The context information 

for both Oram’s Arbour and Berwick Field are from unpublished reports and site 

archive sheets from Winchester City Museum. 

 

7.2.1 Suddern Farm 
 
Suddern Farm is an enclosure site.  It has an Iron Age cemetery situated 

outside the enclosure in a quarry.  The quarry was used from the Bronze Age 

through the Iron Age, and burials were interred in the disused portions of the 

quarry during the Middle Iron Age as it was expanded.  Within the enclosure 

there were pits that contain animal burials, human burials, the remains of feasts, 

pottery and querns (Cunliffe & Poole 2000d).    

 

Cemetery 

The cemetery at Suddern Farm was dated to the Early and Middle Iron Age, 

circa 500-250 BC, through associated pottery fragments.  Direct dating of the 

human remains was not undertaken.  Human remains were excavated from 47 

contexts in the cemetery.  Some of these were formal burials, and some were 

disarticulated remains.  There were very few grave goods in this cemetery, with 

the exception of two iron items of personal adornment (a ring, and fibula).  

Some of the burials included flint and chalk pieces covering portions of the body 

or, in the case of infants, covering the whole body.  There may not have been a 

visible means of distinguishing the burials, as later burials often cut through or 
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disturbed earlier burials.  Within the cemetery, there are more males than 

females, but the result is not statistically significant (Table 7.7). 

Table 7.7 Chi
2
 distribution of Suddern Farm cemetery individuals by sex 

Males Females Total 

11 7 18 

Degrees of Freedom = 1 
Chi2 = 2.285 
P-value = 0.136 
This result is not significant 
 

 

 

Figure 7.8 Chart showing distribution of Suddern Farm cemetery individuals by age 

 
Of those remains with observable age, the distribution shows the highest peak 

at the infant and neonate under a year of age category (Figure 7.8).  This is 

unusually high, and many of these individuals occurred as later burials that cut 

into the adult burials.  Cunliffe and Poole (2000d) suggested that perhaps the 

density of adult burials may have been too high to include more complete 

adults, but could still accommodate small infant burials.  Otherwise, the nature 
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of this part of the cemetery may have changed and become solely an infant 

burial site. 

 

Body placement within the cemetery was not uniform.  There may have been 

preferences in body placement; however, burial disturbance obscures this from 

observation in many cases.  Cunliffe and Poole (2000d) recorded the burial 

placement for 34 individuals, 15 (44%) of whom were disturbed or disarticulated 

material or neonates where placement was not completely observable.  Of the 

19 individuals where side could be established, 11 (58%) were placed on their 

left side, four (21%) supine, three (16%) on their right side and one (5%) prone.  

Of the 21 individuals where direction could be established, ten (48%) were 

placed with the head orientated to the north, five (24%) with their head 

orientated to the south, two (10%) with their head to the northwest, two (10%) 

with their head to the northeast, one (5%) with its head to the east, and one 

(5%) with its head to the west.  All of the individuals, with the exception of those 

burials that were disturbed or disarticulated remains, were in the flexed position.  

Some were more tightly flexed than others, and at least one (F440 C16) was so 

tightly flexed that he may have been bound. 

 

A few of the cemetery burials have missing elements.  In some cases this is 

caused by the disturbance from later burials as well as later ditch construction.  

However, there are several burials in which no intercutting occurred, yet there 

are still missing elements.  This may mean that the elements were removed for 

other purposes.  Not only are there individuals missing elements, there are also 
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several graves that have extra elements included.  In many cases there is 

disarticulated material in the top layers of those quarry features that contain 

burials.  Occasionally the extra elements seem to be interred with the burials as 

in the case of F444, where the articulated feet of three individuals were placed 

in the burial.  It is not clear from the published data whether these were part of 

an intruding burial or deliberately placed as disarticulated limbs, though there 

were not apparent cut marks to suggest defleshing.  In burial F439 a left os 

coxae has been placed just north of the burial.   

 

None of the individuals who have traumatic injuries, whether accidental or 

violence-related, are buried in a different way than any of the others.  However, 

the four individuals who had healed depressed fractures of the cranium were 

buried close together.  Three of these individuals may have had healed sling 

stone injuries.  They were buried in two quarry features in groups of two (Figure 

7.9).  One of the groups was buried in F440 and both had possible sling stone 

injuries.  F440 A (male aged 36-45) and B (female aged 36-45) respect each 

other, buried side by side with their vertebral columns towards one another and 

heads in opposite directions.  It is not clear if these individuals were buried at 

the same time.  F455 A (adult male) and B (male aged 36-45) were also buried 

near each other in the same quarry feature.  F455 A is an incomplete burial that 

was disturbed by a later Roman oven.  It overlaid F455 B that was a complete 

burial from lower down in the fill. 
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Figure 7.9 Illustration of burials F440a, b and F455a, b (Cunliffe & Poole 2000d). 

 
There were very few grave goods included in the cemetery burials.  Only two 

individuals out of 48 (4%) were buried with grave goods.  One, F441 C18, is a 

female aged 26-35 years at the time of death; she was buried with an iron ring 

beneath her head.  Another female F447, aged 46+ at the time of death, was 

buried with an iron fibula near her lower limbs.  Neither of these females had 

any signs of traumatic injury.   

 

There were four individuals in the Suddern Farm cemetery that showed 

evidence for violence-related traumatic injuries (F440 A, F440 B, F455 A, F455 

B).  These were all healed depressed fractures of the cranium.  As with the 

examples mentioned at Wetwang Slack, these individuals may have suffered 

violent encounters at some point in their lives, but their deaths do not appear to 

have been related to these violent events.  Though they were buried very near 

each other, there are three other instances of adult burials sharing a quarry 

feature.  The others do not have evidence for violence-related injuries.  This 

indicates that the individuals with traumatic injuries did not differ from the other 

individuals at the cemetery in burial position or body placement. 
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Pit burials 

There were nine instances of human remains appearing in pits within the 

enclosure at Suddern Farm.  There may have been more, but not all of the pits 

were excavated due to time constraints.  Overall, there were what Cunliffe 

(2000d: 143) calls “special deposits” in 34 of the 78 excavated pits at this site.  

Most of the pit deposits were interred during the Middle Iron Age. 

 

The most significant of the pit deposits is P78, a complete human burial in the 

basal layer of the pit.  It was associated with animal deposits from multiple 

species.  This is also an individual with several instances of perimortem 

weapon-related traumatic injuries, including a stab wound to the anterior ilium 

that may represent mode of death.  

 

The human and animal material was similarly treated in the pit contexts and full 

burials of both human and animals were usually located in the basal layers.  

The majority of artefacts placed in pits, including animal and human material, 

occurred in the lower two layers.   While other artefacts such as pottery and 

querns occur evenly throughout the basal layer and next layer, more than twice 

as many human and animal bones are found in the basal layer than in any other 

layer.  Additionally, only three instances of human and animal bones occur in 

the top two layers (Cunliffe & Poole 2000d: 151).   The human remains were 

placed in pits from the Early Iron Age through to the first century BC, with the 

majority of deposits occurring during the Early Iron Age. 
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Summary of Suddern Farm mortuary context 

 
The pit deposits and the cemetery deposits at this site represent different 

phenomena.  The cemetery shows little differentiation between individuals, a 

majority of complete inhumations and certain rules about burial position.  The 

burials are the focus of the deposit and the individual is paramount.  This may 

not be the case with the other human remains at this site.  In the pit deposits, 

the human remains appear to be surrounded by other types of artefacts in a 

structured manner.  They are positioned in similar layers as animal burials, 

suggesting a parallel between the two.  The human remains are not the focus of 

the deposit in the same way the cemetery burials are.  The pit deposits more 

likely show human remains as part of a larger process.  The cemetery and the 

pit deposits occur largely contemporaneously at the same site, which suggests 

a more complex process than simply two different types of burial tradition.  

 

7.2.2 Bury Hill 
 
At Bury Hill, the human remains were found in two different types of deposit.  

There are three contexts with human remains from the layers behind the 

rampart (Figure 7.10).  The other context was located in a pit.  Fragments from 

context 146 were found in section three of the layers behind the rampart.  This 

layer is an infill of dark-greyish-brown soil, which contains some stones, chalk 

lumps, and flint gravel, but little in the way of occupational debris.  Fragments of 

human remains were found in context 177, in section 2 of the layers behind 

rampart.  This layer is above the layer where context 191 was found, also above 

the layer that contains context 146.  Section two is partly derived from erosion 
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from the back of the rampart, and partly caused by infilling with sooty charcoal, 

fragments of quernstone, pottery and bone.  It is possibly caused by a series of 

dumps of occupation debris.  Context number 191 also included human 

fragments in section two of the layers behind the rampart; they were located in 

layers lower than 177 and 146.  This layer was most likely caused by silty 

erosion from the rampart.  It is not clear how these fragments came to be 

placed behind the rampart, though 177 was likely part of a suite of occupational 

debris that was dumped behind the rampart. 

 

Figure 7.10 Illustration of Bury Hill trench (Cunliffe & Poole 2000a) with layers containing human 
remains highlighted in red.   

 
The other context for human remains at this site is a pit burial.  P37 was found 

in layer 1 (upper layer) of pit 37.  The whole pit is relatively shallow being only 

0.5 m deep.  There are only two layers of deposition in this pit and the human 

remains are in the top deposition.  It is located inside the earlier enclosure very 
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near to the rampart.  None of the human remains from this site showed 

evidence for violence-related traumatic injuries.   

 

Summary of Bury Hill mortuary context 

 
There were two different types of deposit at Bury Hill, the first was represented 

by fragmentary remains located behind the rampart and the other was a pit 

deposit.  The fragmentary remains are mixed with occupational debris and 

reveal another type of deposit for human remains.  It is not clear whether these 

remains were curated and how they ended up with occupational debris, but this 

is not uncommon for Iron Age sites (Armit & Ginn 2007; Tucker 2010).   The pit 

deposit is similar to those found at the other sites in this study.  

7.2.3 New Buildings 
 
The human remains at New Buildings were found in three different areas: the 

quarry, the ditches and in pits within the enclosure.  Three individuals, F108 (2), 

F108 (3) and F117 (2), were found in a possible Late Bronze Age quarry 

located at the site.  F108 (2), a juvenile 7-12 years old at the time of death, was 

in a quarry hollow north-west of P233.  The head was directed to the east and 

the body was placed on the left side.  The individual was in a flexed position.  

The lower limbs were tightly contracted with knees against the chest.  F108 (3), 

which had a mix of adult and subadult remains, was found in layer 3 of the 

same Late Bronze Age quarry hollow covered with chalk shatter.  F117 (2), a 

male aged 36-45 years at the time of death, was placed in the quarry, aligned 

north-south with the head towards the south.  He was lying supine with his 
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upper limbs contracted against his sides and lower limbs doubled up against 

chest.  None of these individuals were buried with grave goods. 

 

Five individuals, adults of unobservable sex and represented only by 

fragmentary remains, were found in the Early Iron Age enclosure ditch.  

F101/17 – 5 was located in the lower fill of the ditch with F101/17 -1 in the top 

fill.  F101/5 -1 2 was located in the middle of the ditch.  F101/1 – 4 was in the 

top two layers of the ditch.  F131 (1) was in the upper fill of the enclosure ditch 

close to its terminal.  There were two pit burials at this site (P232, an adult of 

unobservable sex, and P236, an adult male).  They were both Late Iron Age pits 

that were located in the original Early Iron Age enclosure B.  Both were also 

located in the top fill of the pits.  None of the human remains from this site show 

evidence for violent traumatic lesions. 

 

Summary of New Buildings mortuary context 

 
The mortuary contexts at New Buildings are similar to those seen at Suddern 

Farm.  The use of quarry hollows is a recurring theme among these sites, as 

well as ditches and pits.  The burials in the New Buildings quarry are not as 

numerous as at Suddern Farm and may not be considered a cemetery, but the 

partially silted up hollows were clearly a desired location for burial.  The 

deposition of fragmentary remains also appears at this site and further 

promotes the pattern seen at other sites. 
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7.2.4 Nettlebank Copse 
 
Nettlebank Copse had human remains appearing in two different deposit types.  

Three instances of human remains were found in pits, and one was placed in a 

formal grave.  The grave dated to the Late Iron Age or Early Roman period and 

was dug into the filling of ditch F151.  It measured 0.9-1.2 meters long and 0.4-

0.6 meters wide at the base and was 0.7 meters in depth.  This grave contained 

a flexed burial lying on its left side with the head to the west. There were no 

grave goods or coffin nails found during excavation.  F151 was a linear ditch 

outside the main enclosure.  It was considered by excavators to be a return of 

the north ditch of the banjo enclosure corridor.  This individual is a young adult 

male, 18-25 years old at the time of death.  He has a perimortem sharp force 

trauma on a right rib.   

 

Context P261 (3) was found in an Early Iron Age pit in a quarry hallow.  The 

human remains were adult cranial fragments located in layer three.   The pit 

also contained a horse skull that was placed centrally in the basal layer, termed 

layer five.  Additionally, there was a dense concentration of animal bones 

including skulls in layer two.  The two other contexts, P268 (3) and F159 (1) that 

contained human remains, were both Late Iron Age pits.  P268, a complete 

adult right parietal, was located in the quarry.  F159 was a developing upper left 

third molar, found in top layers of the pit, just under the cut of pit 265. 
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Summary of Nettlebank Copse mortuary context 

 
The formal burial from Nettlebank Copse contains an individual with perimortem 

violent trauma.  This individual was interred as a complete burial, while the 

other human remains at this site were small numbers of fragments.  The 

complete formal burial may be due, in part, to the aspect of violence related to 

this individual’s death.  It is difficult to say with certainty, though, because the 

fragments appearing in the pits are probably not normative burials and may 

have a special quality that is not apparent from the small sample size at this 

site.   

 

7.2.5 Old Down Farm 
 

At Old Down Farm, the majority of the remains were associated with pit 

contexts.  This was the most prominent feature at the site, followed by post-

holes.  There was only one formal grave formed during the Iron Age occupation 

of this site, a Late Iron Age/ Early Roman grave that was cut into a pit.  There 

were additional graves at the site from later Anglo-Saxon contexts.  All of the 

pits that contained human remains were dated to the Early to Middle Iron Age.  

Of the 12 contexts found in pits, four date to the Early Iron Age and eight date to 

the Early Middle Iron Age.  One context for human remains was located in an 

Early Iron Age ditch, and another context was located in an Early Iron Age 

posthole.   
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The majority of individuals at the site were of unobservable sex.  There were 

only two that were complete enough or had the correct elements present to 

accurately assess sex.  Both of these individuals were assessed as male.  One 

was a young adult male and one was still juvenile, 13-17 years at the time of 

death, but robust with enough pelvic indicators to be assessed as male.   It is 

difficult to say if there was a burial preference for males at this site because the 

majority of individuals were too fragmentary to identify the sex of the deceased.  

It may be noteworthy, however, that the only two complete non-infant burials 

were both male. 

 

The majority of remains are adult, though four juveniles less than a year in age 

at time of death have been found. One infant was found in an Early Iron Age pit, 

and two were found in Early Middle Iron Age pits and 1 in the Late Iron Age/ 

Early Roman grave.  The infants were all most likely interred as complete 

individuals, though some elements are missing probably due to post-

depositional taphonomic processes.  One complete older juvenile burial was 

found in an Early Middle Iron Age Pit.  He was male aged 13-17 years at the 

time of death.   

 

The other individuals at the site were adults; one young male aged 18-25 years 

at the time of death and the rest adults of unobservable age.  The young male 

was a complete burial and had many perimortem sharp force injuries.  The rest 

of the adults were only represented by fragmentary remains.  In five cases, two 

Early Iron Age pits, two Early Middle Iron Age pits and one Early Iron Age 
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posthole, had only cranial fragments present.  One Early Iron Age pit held a 

maxillary fragment.   

 

The other fragmentary remains were predominantly long bone fragments.  One 

Early Middle Iron Age pit contained a rib fragment and another of the same date 

contained unidentified long bone fragments.  The Late Iron Age/ Early Roman 

grave cut held a left ulna and a right tibia.  The north section of the Early Iron 

Age ditch contained both right and left distal femora, a complete left tibia, a 

complete left fibula, the medial segment of a right fibula and metatarsals and 

tarsals from both sides.  It is possible this last individual was interred as lower 

limbs only. 

 
There was one individual at this site with traumatic injuries.  This individual 

appeared to have been attacked from behind, with several slashing sharp force 

injuries to the pelvic girdle, vertebrae, ribs and maxilla.  He also had small stab 

wounds to the scapula.  None of these wounds had any sign of bone reaction 

and they probably led to his death.  He was then buried as a complete burial in 

a pit.  The published report says that this pit is in no way different that the other 

pit burials, but does not give additional information.  It is potentially significant, 

however, that only one other complete burial is present and the rest of the 

human remains are fragmentary. 
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Summary of Old Down Farm mortuary context 

 
Most of the remains from this site are fragments from crania and long bones.  

The dominance of cranial fragments in these contexts is not unusual for the Iron 

Age (Armit & Ginn 2007).   Cranial fragments are frequently found in domestic 

contexts, pits and postholes.  This may indicate a preoccupation with the 

cranium, or some type of ritual process that isolates the cranium for use or 

burial.  The traumatic injuries at this site were all concentrated on one individual 

who represented only one of two complete pit burials at this site.   

 

7.2.6 Oram’s Arbour 
 
There were very few human remains found at Oram’s Arbour, and all were 

found in Middle Iron Age pit contexts.  There were human remains from a total 

of five contexts, one of which was an adult and the other four were juvenile 

remains.  None of the individuals were complete enough to assess sex. 

 

One of the juvenile individuals, 1-6 years of age at the time of death, was not 

complete, but had elements represented from each section of the body, so was 

probably interred as a complete burial.  The oldest of the juveniles, was 7 to 12 

years of age at the time of death, and was represent by cranial fragments and a 

sacrum.  There was an occipital found in another context that may have 

belonged to this individual.  The last juvenile was represented by cranial 

fragments as well as a limb bone fragment and a metacarpal.   
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The majority of the human remains came from one pit.  It was provisionally 

dated to the Middle Iron Age and was roughly circular with steep vertical sides.  

The base had abundant fragments of charcoal and charred plant remains as 

well as spindle whorls and loom weights.  Above that was a layer that appeared 

to be a carefully levelled dump of “rubbish”, that included animal bone, burnt 

flint, pottery, and loom weights. This level also contained the cranial fragments 

and sacral fragment of a 7-12 year old.  The next few layers were clay and 

chalk rubble.  Some of the rubble included the occipital fragments that may 

have belonged to an inhumation of a juvenile, 1-6 years old at the time of death.  

The inhumation occurred either during or just prior to the accumulation of these 

rubble layers.   

 

According to excavation records the inhumation was disarticulated, but likely 

due to a later unknown disturbance.  The elements were in approximate 

anatomical position, which indicates that it was placed in the pit intact. The 

individual was put in the centre of the pit with the skull to the south.   To the 

north of the remains, where the feet would have been located, a skull of a cow, 

a horse’s mandible and several lumps of burnt flint were deliberately placed.  

Above the burial, the final layers of the pit consisted of firm silty clays and have 

been interpreted by excavators as a levelling layer.  This layer contains burnt 

flints, animal bone, an iron bill-hook and pottery.  This layer also contained the 

cranial fragments, limb bone fragments and metacarpal of the last juvenile.   
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The adult remains from this site are represented by two cranial fragments, 

possibly parietal, that fit together (see Figure 7.11).  These cranial fragments 

are unusual and may represent specialized use of human crania.  They were 

found in a pit that contained fragments of a discarded oven and the articulated 

remains of a complete sheep/goat. The cranial fragments were charred on the 

exterior surface and had an unusual black residue attached to the interior 

surface of the bone. The two cranial fragments were the only remains from the 

site to have this residue.   The residue was applied while the calotte was 

complete because it respects the prehistoric postmortem breaks, but runs into 

the sutures.   

 

 

Figure 7.11 Endocranial view of fragments from Oram’s Arbour showing black residue. 

 

Summary of Oram’s Arbour mortuary context 

 
As with the previous sites, the Oram’s Arbour has fragments and juveniles 

occurring in pit contexts.  There are no complete adult inhumations at this site 
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and no traumatic injuries.   There is an indication of the postmortem use of 

cranial material, which indicates that the cranial fragments appearing in many of 

these Iron Age sites may have had specialized use possibly unrelated to 

individual identity and burial.  

 

7.2.7 Berwick Field 
 

Berwick Field had Iron Age human remains from four contexts.  These contexts 

range in date from the Early Iron Age to the Late Iron Age and Early Roman 

period.  The remains occurred in three pits and one grave. 

 

Three of the individuals were placed in pits.    One was an adult cranium in 

addition to an adult frontal bone from another individual in a Middle to Late Iron 

Age pit.  The individual was placed in a pit fill that also contained a horse skull 

and a quernstone.  The cranium was most likely placed in the pit in isolation, as 

there is no evidence for other human elements in the fill.  Another individual, a 

male aged 26-35 years old at the time of death, was interred as a complete 

individual in an Early to Early Middle Iron Age pit.  The pit consisted of a single 

fill that contained the burial, pottery sherds, a loomweight, a copper alloy object, 

fired clay that may be part of an oven structure, slag, animal bone and charcoal.  

The last was a complete infant burial less than one year at the time of death.  It 

was placed in the fill of an Early to Early Middle Iron Age pit.  The other 

individual was an adult male represented by cranial fragments in the fill of a 
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badly disturbed grave that is Iron Age or Early Roman in date.  The grave was 

roughly oriented along a north-south axis. 

 

Summary of Berwick Field mortuary context 

 
Berwick Field contained two instances of fragmentary cranial remains and two 

complete individuals.  The fragments occurred in both pits and a grave, but the 

complete individuals were both in pits.  The burial of the complete adult was 

found as a pit inhumation similar to those the other Hampshire sites possessing 

such features.  He was interred as part of a large suite of material.   

   

7.3 Comparison of Hampshire sites 
 
 

7.3.1 Comparison of Hampshire sites by burial type 
 
In order to compare this data the burial types were subdivided into categories.  

The number of individuals compared is based on finds contexts and not on MNI 

because MNI does not give an accurate representation of the number of 

fragments and partial individuals found.  These categories include: Pit, 

Cemetery, Isolated Burial, Other.  The category called “Pit” includes complete 

inhumations, partially articulated remains and fragments that have been found 

in pits.  The Cemetery category includes formal burials as well as disarticulated 

remains that accompany the formal burials in cemetery contexts.  The isolated 

burials category is for those formal burials and inhumations that occur outside 

pits and cemetery contexts.  These may be burials in ditches, settlements or 
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other contexts.  The Other category is for fragments and burials found in 

contexts not mentioned above, which mainly consists of fragmentary remains 

appearing within settlements and ditches. 

 

Figure 7.12 Chart showing distribution of human remains by context for all Hampshire sites 

 

The highest numbers of remains were found in cemetery contexts (Figure 7.12).  

This can be misleading because all of these remains were located at Suddern 

Farm, the only site with an identifiable cemetery.  It also had the largest number 

of human remains of the southern sites.  Cunliffe and Poole (2000d: 168) were 

not able to excavate the entire cemetery and suggest, based on the spacing 

and density of burials, that the cemetery could contain as many as 300 burials if 

completely excavated.  This would mean it was large enough to be comparable 

to the East Yorkshire cemeteries.   

 

The second largest category from the sites is the Pit category.  Thirty-five 

different pit contexts were identified at these sites.  This number includes 
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complete burials, fragments and partially articulated remains.  Most of the sites 

in this study were not fully excavated, and only a small selection of the pits 

identified at these sites were actually excavated.  Like the cemetery, the human 

remains in this category probably under-represent the total human remains 

buried in pits.  Isolated burials make up the least represented category. 

 

 
Figure 7.13 Chart showing distribution of human remains by sex and context type for all 
Hampshire sites 

 
The distribution of males and females for the different burial contexts (Figure 

7.13) shows that all of the sex categories only appear in the cemetery 

population.  The Pits, Isolated Graves and Other contexts consist of males and 

unobservable human remains.  Some of the unobservable remains might be 

female, however, there is evidence to suggest a demonstrable choice to place 

only males in the non-cemetery contexts.  The difference between males and 

females in cemetery and non-cemetery contexts is not significant at the 0.05 

level (see Table 7.8). 
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Table 7.8 Distribution of males and females in cemetery and non-cemetery contexts. 

 Cemetery Non-cemetery Total 

Males 11 9 20 

Females 7 0 7 

Total 18 9 27 

Degrees of Freedom = 1 
Fisher’s exact two-tail p-value = 0.0593 
This result is not significant 
 

The distribution of age (Figure 7.14) shows that most age groups are 

represented in the cemetery.  This is not surprising because the cemetery 

possessed the largest population sample.  The Pit contexts lacked the older age 

groups, with the oldest estimated age group being 26-35 years of age-at-death.  

The majority of the individuals of identifiable age were subadults.  Isolated 

Graves and Other contained individuals of all ages, with no obvious patterns, 

but this is probably due to the low numbers of individuals buried in these 

contexts. 

 
Figure 7.14 Chart showing distribution of human remains by age and context type for all 
Hampshire sites 
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Mortuary Patterns associated with Trauma 

Although there is no identified normative burial rite for this region, when the 

burial types for those individuals with trauma are identified, a pattern does 

emerge.  There are visible differences between the type of burial and traumatic 

injury. 

 

 
Figure 7.15 Chart showing distribution of individuals with traumatic injuries by context type for 
all Hampshire sites (individuals with more than one category of injury are represented for each 
category). 

 
When separated by injury mechanism (Figure 7.15), it is apparent that there is 

violent trauma present in all burial types.  Accidental and Other trauma are 

restricted to the cemetery populations.  The cemetery population also has the 

highest number of injuries when all mechanisms are considered together.  This 

is, in part, because it is the context that is more likely to include complete 

individuals.  When individuals are more skeletally complete, the likelihood of 

identifying traumatic injuries increases.   
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It is striking that the Pit category, which includes both complete inhumations as 

well as fragments, exclusively contains violence-related traumatic injuries.  

There are at least five individuals with violence-related injuries that were placed 

in pits after death.  These include the Old Down Man and the male from 

Suddern Farm who both exhibit several perimortem traumatic injuries.  The 

Other and Accidental burial categories also include an individual each with 

violence-related traumatic injuries.  However, the distribution of violence-related 

injuries in Cemetery and Pit contexts is not statistically significant at the 0.05 

level (see Table 7.9). 

Table 7.9 Violence related traumatic injuries in Cemetery and Pit contexts. 

 Cemetery Pit Total 

Violent trauma 4 5 9 

No violent trauma 43 27 70 

Total 47 32 79 

Degrees of Freedom = 1 
Fisher’s exact two-tail p-value = 0.4732 
This result is not significant 
 
 
When the injuries are differentiated by their relationship to the individual’s 

death, the pit burials again stand out from the rest of the contexts (Figure 7.16).  

The Suddern Farm cemetery population has the highest number of injuries, 

which are all antemortem in nature.  Although these injuries are violence-related 

injuries, they were not perimortem in nature.  The injuries were all completely 

healed.  The Other category had an equal number of antemortem and 

perimortem injuries.  The Isolated Burials have only perimortem injuries.   
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Figure 7.16 Chart showing distribution of injury timing by burial context for all Hampshire sites. 

 
 

Again, the Pit context provides an interesting result.  A large majority of the 

injuries identified on human remains from Pit contexts are perimortem injuries.  

These individuals most likely died under violent conditions and then were 

specially selected by the community for burial in a pit or killed in a violent 

manner for inclusion in the pit.  The difference between the injury timing for 

violence-related injuries between the Cemetery and Pit contexts is statistically 

significant at the 0.05 level (see Table 7.10).   

Table 7.10 Distribution of violence-related traumatic injuries by injury timing in Cemetery and Pit 
contexts. 

 Cemetery Pit Total 

Perimortem violent trauma 0 4 4 

Antemortem violent trauma 4 1 5 

Total 4 5 9 

Degrees of Freedom = 1 
Fisher’s exact two-tail p-value = 0.0476 
This result is significant 
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Figure 7.17 demonstrates the frequency of individuals with traumatic injuries in 

the total burial population.  It shows that 14% of the Pit contexts contain an 

individual with violent trauma.  This is a high percentage of the total population 

and suggests that individuals who were involved in violent encounters close to 

the time of death were specially selected for burial in pits.   

 

 
Figure 7.17 Chart showing frequency of individuals with traumatic injuries out of the total 
number of individuals for each burial context for all Hampshire sites. 

 
Isolated Burials also show an extremely high percentage of individuals with 

violent injuries in the total population.  This is due, in part, to the small overall 

number of isolated burials (n=4).  It could also indicate special treatment for 

those involved in violent events. 

 

Both Cemetery and Other categories have low percentages of individuals with 

traumatic injuries for all injury mechanisms.  These were also the categories 

that had only antemortem trauma.  In the case of the Cemetery burials, this may 

indicate that, although the individuals were involved in violent encounters in the 
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past, if it was not perimortem in nature, then they would be interred in the same 

way as those individuals who showed no evidence for violence-related trauma. 

 

7.3.2 Comparison of Hampshire sites by element 
 
The human remains at these sites are not only found in several different 

contexts, but they are also represented by different element distributions.   All 

elements are present in some context from these sites, although some 

elements occur more than others (Figure 7.18). 

 

To simplify the element distribution and analyze it by time period, burial context 

and traumatic injury, the elements have been divided into categories based on 

broad regions.  Those burials that are more than 50% complete are considered 

to have represented once Complete burials.  The burials that are less than 50% 

complete, but contain elements from several parts of the body are called Partial.  

If the Partial burials are restricted to either lower limbs and pelvis, or upper 

limbs, torso and skull, then they are designated as Partial Upper and Partial 

Lower remains.  Many of the human remains from the Hampshire sites were 

individual fragments, and these are separated by region into Cranial, Facial, 

Axial, and Appendicular.  The Facial category includes mandibulae, and facial 

bones when these elements are found in isolation and not connected to the 

cranial vault. 
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Figure 7.18 Element representation for all contexts. 
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Figure 7.19 Chart showing distribution of human remains by degree representation and region 
for all Hampshire sites 

 

Complete burials were found more often than any other category of 

representation (see Figure 7.19).  This was due mainly to the cemetery at 

Suddern Farm, but as can be seen from the graph below they were found in 

other contexts as well.  Cranial fragments were the next most commonly 

occurring human remains (see also Figure 7.18).  This is not surprising because 

it has been shown in other areas during this period that the human head 

appears to have received special treatment.  Cranial fragments appear in many 

contexts throughout Britain in ditches, pits and settlement structures (Hill 1995; 

Armit & Ginn 2007).  Appendicular and Partial skeletons are very close in their 

number of occurrences, while the rest of the categories appear in small 

numbers. 
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Figure 7.20 Chart showing distribution of degree of representation and region by sex for all 
Hampshire sites. 

 

The sex distribution by region (Figure 7.20) shows that Complete burials were 

given to both males and females, though more than twice as many males 

received this type of treatment.  The remains from the appendicular region were 

only from males, while the partial burials contained both males and females.  

Facial, Axial and Partial Upper regions did not contain human remains that 

could be attributed to either sex.    

15 

1 
2 2 

4 
6 

1 

16 

20 

4 
2 

17 

9 

2 

0

5

10

15

20

25
N

u
m

b
e

r 
o

f 
In

d
iv

id
u

a
ls

 

Male

Indeterminate

Female

Unobservable



 219 

 

Figure 7.21 Chart showing distribution of representation by anatomical region and age for all 
Hampshire sites 

 

Complete burials possess individuals from every age group, but are 

predominately infants under 1year of age at the time of death.  This wide 

distribution is also due to ease of assessing age in a complete burial compared 

to the incomplete categories.   The older identifiable age groups are mostly 

complete burials.  However, there are many adult remains that are too 

fragmentary to permit age assessment (Figure 7.21).  These appear in almost 

all types of burials.   
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Figure 7.22 Chart showing distribution of representation by anatomical region and burial context 
for all Hampshire sites. 

 

None of the burial contexts have all of the element categories (Figure 7.22).  

The complete burials occur mostly in the cemetery, but appear in all of the 

known burial contexts.  The Partial burials also occur in the cemetery and, in 

some cases, this might be caused by later disturbance to what were originally 

complete burials.  The cranial and facial fragments are most commonly found in 

Pit and Other contexts, again showing a difference in the way that these 

anatomical regions were treated after death.  They may have been used or 

curated and then placed in pit and ditch deposits.   
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Figure 7.23 Chart showing distribution of individuals with traumatic injuries by representation of 
anatomical region 

 

The element regions were analyzed for trauma patterns (Figure 7.23).  Only 

complete burials, cranial and appendicular regions, contained traumatic injuries.  

The complete burials have Accidental, Violence and Other related injuries.  This 

is probably because the completeness of the burials allows for the identification 

of more traumatic injuries.  The cranial and appendicular regions had only 

violence-related injuries. 
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Figure 7.24 Chart showing distribution of individuals with antemortem and perimortem traumatic 
injuries by representation of anatomical region for all Hampshire sites 

 

When the timing of the injuries was assessed (Figure 7.24), the complete 

burials had the majority of the antemortem injuries, with only one antemortem 

injury appearing in the appendicular category.  This result was not statistically 

significant (see Table 7.11). Complete burials also had the majority of 

perimortem injuries, but this is most likely due to the higher number of complete 

burials compared to those in the other categories. 

Table 7.11  Distribution of individuals with antemortem and perimortem traumatic injuries by 
degree of representation and region for all Hampshire sites 

 Complete Cranial Appendicular Total 

Antemortem  0 0 1 1 

Perimortem  2 1 1 4 

Total 2 1 2 5 

Degrees of Freedom = 2 
Fisher’s exact two-tail p-value = 1 
This result is not significant 
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Taking a closer look at the Pit contexts, there is a difference between the 

complete burials and the fragmentary remains.  There are 35 instances of 

human remains found in pits, four of which (11.4%) have violent injuries.   The 

individuals with traumatic injuries are all adults, so if the data is restricted to only 

the adult remains, the frequency is higher.  Out of a total of 22 adults, 18% have 

traumatic injuries.  All of the traumatic injuries from pit contexts were violence-

related and the majority of them are perimortem, as seen above.   

 

If this category is broken down by degree of representation, there are eight 

Complete burials in pit contexts; five of these are subadults and three are 

adults.  If the total for all age groups is compared, 25% of the Complete pit 

burials have violent trauma.  The traumatic injuries only affect adults, however.  

If only the adults are taken into account, two thirds (66%) of the burials have 

perimortem violent trauma.  Of the adults, two out of the three are 18-25 years 

of age and they both have perimortem violent trauma.  The other adult is 26-35 

with no signs of traumatic injury.  This suggests that there is a link between 

complete burials in pits, especially those of adult individuals, and violent trauma.   

 

Neither the fragments from the cranial region nor the appendicular region show 

as high a frequency of traumatic injury as the complete pit burials.  The total 

number of instances of cranial fragments in pits is fourteen, making the 

frequency of trauma only 7%.  The total for the appendicular region is seven, so 

the frequency of individuals with traumatic injuries comprises14%.   
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7.3.3 Comparison of Hampshire sites by time period 
 
The human remains from Hampshire cover the whole range of the Iron Age.  

The data on time period is primarily based on associated artefacts because 

direct dating was not always possible for the excavators and there was no 

independent dating undertaken in conjunction with this thesis.  Because of the 

lack of direct dating, in some cases, it is possible that human remains from the 

Late Bronze Age and Early Roman Period have been included where they may 

overlap spatially with those of the Iron Age.  In this thesis, Early Iron Age is 

defined as circa 750 BC – 400 BC.  Middle Iron Age is defined as circa 400 BC 

– 100 BC. Late Iron Age is defined as circa 100 BC – 1st century AD (Cunliffe 

2004: 32; Brown 2009: 4).  For those remains that cannot be accurately 

attributed to Early, Middle, or Late, there is a General Iron Age category.   

 
Figure 7.25 Chart showing distribution of burial context by time period for all Hampshire sites. 

 
Human remains found in pit contexts are spread throughout the Iron Age, with 

the majority occurring in the Middle Iron Age (see Figure 7.25).  The Suddern 

Farm cemetery dates to the Middle Iron Age.  The Isolated burials do not seem 
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to occur in the Middle Iron Age period at any of the sites in this study.  Where 

time period was could be assigned, the Other contexts occur in the Late Bronze 

Age/ Early Iron Age through to the Middle Iron Age.   

 

The traumatic injuries from Hampshire occur in all periods except the Early Iron 

Age (Figure 7.26).  The Accidental trauma appears on one individual in the Late 

Bronze Age/Early Iron Age and then there is a hiatus until the Middle Iron Age.  

The later periods do not contain accidental traumatic injuries.  The violence-

related traumatic injuries occur predominately in the Middle and Late Iron Age, 

although there are several in the General Iron Age category that could be Early 

Iron Age in date.  The only Other injury is from a Middle Iron Age cemetery 

context. 

 
Figure 7.26 Chart showing distribution of individuals with traumatic injuries by time period for all 
Hampshire sites 

 
The distribution for the injury timing can be seen in Figure 7.27.  All of the 

individuals with perimortem injuries are associated with Middle and Later Iron 

Age periods.  There is also one individual with perimortem injuries that could 
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only be dated to the Iron Age generally, and it is not possible to say at this time 

whether this individual comes from a particular later Iron Age period.   

 

 
Figure 7.27 Chart showing distribution of individuals with antemortem and perimortem traumatic 
injuries by time period for all Hampshire sites 

 

7.4 Comparison of East Yorkshire and Hampshire 
 

7.4.1 The Cemeteries 
 
The two cemetery populations are both associated with settlements.  The 

Suddern Farm cemetery occupied the disused portions of a quarry.  Individual 

graves may not have been marked in a visible way, or the markers may not 

have lasted long because there are several instances of intercutting and 

disturbance by later graves.  The Wetwang Slack cemetery occurs in an area 

that does not show evidence of any other type of use, except for earlier 

mortuary activity in the form of a Bronze Age burial mound.  This indicates that 

the Wetwang Slack cemetery may have always been considered as an area for 

the dead, while the Suddern Farm area had a different functional use prior to 
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being used as a burial site.  The other main difference between the two sites is 

that many of the Wetwang Slack burials were placed in mounds and were 

visible in the landscape.  Some of the mounds overlap, but there is little 

disturbance of burials.  Suddern Farm and Wetwang Slack overlap in time, with 

Suddern Farm dating to circa 500-250 BC while Wetwang Slack covers a later 

portion of the Iron Age, dating to circa 400 BC – 140 AD. 

 

In terms of sheer numbers, Wetwang Slack is a much larger cemetery.  The 

Suddern Farm cemetery population that was excavated only yielded 48 context 

numbers.  However, Cunliffe and Poole (2000d: 168) estimated that the 

cemetery, if fully excavated, might yield as many as 300 burials.  This would 

make it larger than many of the East Yorkshire cemeteries, but still smaller than 

that at Wetwang Slack. 

 

With regard to body placement, the two cemeteries are very similar.  There 

seems to be a preference for north-south alignment and the majority of burials 

are placed on their left sides with the head towards the north.  In both Wetwang 

Slack and Suddern Farm, flexed burials are the dominant form of arrangement 

for the limbs.  This may be because it requires a smaller grave to be dug to 

accommodate the body, saving labour, although, at Wetwang Slack the 

construction mounds surrounded by ditches would seem to indicate that labour 

saving was not of prime importance.  This suggests that the position connoted a 

cosmological, symbolic, or ideological importance. 
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At both cemeteries, few burials contained grave goods, 4% (n=2) at Suddern 

Farm and 22% (n=95) at Wetwang Slack.  The range of grave goods at 

Wetwang Slack was greater in both numbers and artefact types, but that may 

be due to the larger number of burials in general.  The difference in the number 

of burials with grave goods is statistically significant (Table 7.12).  They both 

contained artefacts that adorned the body, and both had pottery vessel 

inclusions in the cemetery, but at Suddern Farm the pottery was found as 

fragments in the fill and not deliberately placed with the body. 

Table 7.12 Distribution of individuals with grave goods at Wetwang Slack and Suddern Farm 
cemeteries 

 Wetwang Slack Suddern Farm Total 

Grave goods 95 2 98 

No grave goods 338 45 383 

Total 433 47 480 

Fisher’s exact two-tail p-value = 0.00201 
This result is significant 
 

 

 

Figure 7.28 Chart showing distribution of age categories for both Wetwang Slack and Suddern 
Farm cemeteries 
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When compared as frequencies, the age distribution of the two cemeteries is 

very similar (Figure 7.28).  However, Suddern Farm has a much higher 

frequency of infant and neonate remains, which is statistically significant (see 

Table 7.13).  Suddern Farm also has larger frequencies of adult and subadult 

remains of unknown age-at-death, which is statistically significant for adult, but 

not subadult (Mann-Whitney two-tailed sig. value = 0.000 ).  Within the known 

age groups over one year of age, the distribution curves for Wetwang Slack and 

Suddern farm are very similar.   

 

 

Figure 7.29 Chart showing distribution by sex for Wetwang Slack and Suddern Farm 
cemeteries. 

 
Like the age distribution, the distribution of sex for the two sites is very similar in 

that both have relatively equal numbers of males and females (Figure 7.29).  

They are not exactly the same, however, because Suddern Farm has more 

males than females, whereas Wetwang Slack has more females than males.  In 
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the previous chapter, the chi-square analysis of age and sex for both cemetery 

populations showed no statistically significant differences (Table 6.1 and Figure 

6.12).  Even when combined, the difference between males and females at 

these sites is not statistically significant (Table 7.14). 

Table 7.14 Distribution of males and females at Wetwang Slack and Suddern Farm 

 Wetwang Slack Suddern Farm Total 

Males 141 9 150 

Females 153 5 158 

Total 294 14 308 

Degrees of Freedom = 1 
Chi2 = 1.426 
P-value = 0.2324 
This result is not significant 
 

Both Wetwang Slack and Suddern Farm have all three categories of traumatic 

injuries, the main difference being that Suddern Farm has a much higher 

frequency of violence-related traumatic injuries (see Table 7.15 and Figure 30).  

The traumatic injuries at Suddern Farm are all antemortem, and, in all cases, 

well-healed with fully integrated dense bone and no remaining calluses.  

Wetwang Slack has one individual with perimortem trauma and one individual 

with a healing traumatic injury. The rest of the injuries are all well healed with 

fully integrated dense bone like those at Suddern Farm. 

Table 7.15 Distribution of injury mechanism at Wetwang Slack and Suddern Farm 

 Accidental Violence Other Total 

Wetwang Slack 75 11 69 155 

Suddern Farm 3 4 1 8 

Total 78 15 70 163 

Degrees of Freedom = 2 
Chi2 = 17.22 
P-value = 0.000 
This result is significant 
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Figure 7.30 Chart showing distribution of individuals with traumatic injuries at Wetwang Slack 
and Suddern Farm cemeteries 

 

In neither cemetery are individuals with traumatic injuries given any special 

burial treatment.  They possess the same type of burials as the rest cemetery 

population.  Because the majority of traumatic lesions at Wetwang Slack and all 

of the traumatic lesions at Suddern Farm were healed at the time of death, this 

may indicate that their deaths were not associated with violence (see Figure 

7.31).    
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Figure 7.31 Chart showing distribution of individuals with antemortem and perimortem traumatic 
injuries at Wetwang Slack and Suddern Farm cemeteries 

 

The similarities between these two sites indicate that, although there are 

superficial differences between burial rites in the south and East Yorkshire, 

there are certain trends, which occur at both sites.  It may be that cemeteries 

are a traditional form of burial and that they are more known in the north 

because they are archaeologically visible, while in the south they are obscured 

unless connected with more visible structures like hillforts and settlements, as is 

indeed the case of Suddern Farm. 

 

7.5 Summary 
 
The patterns that emerge from the mortuary contexts from East Yorkshire and 

Hampshire suggest that there are several complex processes occurring 

simultaneously.  The data from the cemeteries are showing relatively uniform 
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Wetwang Slack this is demonstrated by slight differences in grave inclusions, 

burial position and burial location.  However, none of these differences show 

any connection to identifiable categories like age, sex, or traumatic injuries, with 

the exception of a predominance of subadult remains placed in multiple burials, 

boundary ditches of barrows, or non-barrow inhumations. 

 

Though Suddern Farm lacks the broader distribution of grave goods and 

elaborate burial construction (square barrows), the demographic data from 

Wetwang Slack and Suddern Farm are similar enough to illustrate that both 

cemeteries were being used by a broad cross-section of the community, 

including all age groups and both sexes.  If Cunliffe’s estimate is correct and 

Suddern Farm could contain circa 300 burials, then both Wetwang Slack and 

Suddern Farm probably represent a “normative” burial tradition for the 

associated communities.  This has important implications for the other burial 

contexts found at the Hampshire sites. 

 

It has been demonstrated above that there is a significant link between burial 

context and traumatic injuries.  The majority of the perimortem violence-related 

traumatic injuries occur in pit contexts.   Both Wetwang Slack and Suddern 

Farm cemeteries are dominated by antemortem traumatic injuries, though 

Suddern Farm has a higher frequency of violence-related injuries.  This 

suggests that the individuals placed in pits may have been put in those contexts 

due violent injuries received around the time of their deaths.  These individuals 

may have been killed purposefully for use in whatever process formed the pit 
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deposits.  Alternatively, the individuals may have died in violent combat and the 

nature of their death imbued their physical body with a significance that 

contributed to their selection for burial in pit contexts. These ideas will be 

elaborated on in the next chapter and discussed in conjunction with warfare 

studies and ritual during the Iron Age.  It is clear already that there are 

similarities in burial traditions between distant regions that was previously 

under-appreciated and these similarities actually highlight the distinctive and 

specialized nature of the other context for human remains. 

 


