
Woven Into the Stuff of Other Men's Lives: The
Treatment of the Dead in Iron Age Atlantic Scotland.

Item Type Thesis

Authors Tucker, Fiona C.

Rights <a rel="license" href="http://creativecommons.org/licenses/
by-nc-nd/3.0/"><img alt="Creative Commons License"
style="border-width:0" src="http://i.creativecommons.org/l/by-
nc-nd/3.0/88x31.png" /></a><br />The University of Bradford
theses are licenced under a <a rel="license" href="http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/">Creative
Commons Licence</a>.

Download date 19/05/2023 19:01:04

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/10454/5327

http://hdl.handle.net/10454/5327


 443 

Appendix 2: Skeletal Recording 

 

    The osteological data recorded in this study was drawn from two sources; firstly, and 

wherever possible, from direct examination of the remains by the author (Table 5.1) and 

secondly, where remains had not been retained or were not accessible, from published 

accounts (Table 5.2). At many of the sites included in Table 5.2 full osteological examination 

of the remains was never carried out, and the information available is therefore very 

limited. Following these tables, the osteological recording carried out for this study by the 

author is presented in detail on a site-by-site basis, according to the numbered scheme of 

sites used in Appendix 1. 

      One of the major difficulties experienced in recording the human remains from Iron Age 

Atlantic Scotland was the very varied nature of the material, which ranges from rare well-

preserved skeletons to more common single disarticulated or fragmented bones. Full 

information on percentage present and bone condition, age, sex, stature, dental health and 

skeletal pathology was generally only recordable in cases where over 50% of the skeleton 

survived. Fewer recording fields could be completed for partial skeletons (between 5% and 

50% complete) or isolated, disarticulated bones. Cremated remains are summarised using a 

different set of criteria: bone colour and degree of fragmentation, weight of bone, parts of 

skeleton represented and, where possible, estimated age and sex assigned.  

     Small find numbers or skeleton numbers, where available, were adopted for this study. 

Where small find numbers were not available, finds have simply been referred to by site 

and, in the case of multiple finds from a single site, by date of excavation.  


